"Great Service

-7 Days
a week!

mubc

| _0800 -659 682

former MVDI president
Brian Felton will not stand -
down from the tribunal - and
he won't be pushed eittier,

Last week aitofile pubhshed
the decision of the Auckland
District Court in regard to an
appeal against a demsmn of the
Auckland number tWo tibunal.

The tribunal awarded
compensation to thé owner of a
clocked car rather than
tecission of the contract - a
wrong determination according
to the district court.

'The court’s decision sets a
dangerous precedent which

could put considerable pressure ||
on the Fidelity Fund if all {
consumers with odometer
wound cars went for recission.
Felton stood down from the
tribunal that made the ﬁnal .
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*Weliinétoh

deci__s_lon ifi the case after repeated
accusations of bias by Dermot
Nottingham, who assisted in the
original case and the appeal

“,(chose notto contmue tobea |
party 7 10 dny "6F this protéss
because of the constant
accusations of bias by the
Notl:mgha,ms "Felton told aitofile. . —

Nottingham is now in the Brian Felioh
process of having the decision reviewed by the
High Court in a bid to have Felton and the rest
of the tnbunal stood down;

“They.can't do that anyway,” says Felton in
regard to Nottingham’s actions.

While the tribunal was cleared by the district
court of any actual bias, the decision singled ou
Felton of always having to face accusations of
apparent bias because of his position, but Felton
believes this is no reasofi:for him fo stand down,

The most significant Factor in the apparent bias
surrounding Felton was that he was MVDI
president when the decision was made by the
institute to assist dealers legally in cases which
could establish precedents or case law,

Felton also disagrees with the district court
decision that the tribunal went against
accepted precedent by not granting recission or
that the tribithal was against granting
recission. Felton says that if you look back
through past cases there have beeri many
times when, ];hg tribunal cancelledﬁ act

Notiinghat believes, however, that 4 person :
with Felton's background should not serve in his
position.

“If any otfier, member was found to have the
conflicts of fterest in their history of Brian

:Felton, they would be asked to resign by the

minister," he claims.
- Nottingham is aiming to have Felton, as well as

the other members of the No2 tribunal - G. Wiles

and G.Burkett - removed: “And we think we will
be successful.”
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